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February 15, 2022 

Dear Yakima Regional Air Agency Board of Directors: 

     The Friends of Toppenish Creek (FOTC) have studied air quality reports for Yakima County 

and learned that Yakima County is at risk for falling into non-attainment for fine particulate 

matter (PM 2.5). The WA State Dept. of Ecology (Ecology) is currently concerned about non-

attainment in several areas of Washington State and Yakima County is at the head of the list. See 

Particle Pollution in Washington’s Air at https://ecology.wa.gov/Air-Climate/Air-quality/Air-

quality-targets/Air-quality-standards/Particle-pollution  

     We have listened to reports from the YRCAA Air Pollution Control Officer (APCO) and we 

do not recall recent presentations regarding this risk. The YRCAA Board of Directors has a duty 

to analyze the risk of non-attainment and the board cannot do so unless members are informed. 

In addition, the YRCAA cannot adequately screen and select a new APCO unless members 

understand how attainment is measured by the WA State Dept. of Ecology (Ecology) and the 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

     Below is an introduction to non-attainment discussions. FOTC has put data from EPA’s 

Monitor Values Report into graphs that show the worsening of air quality in Yakima County 

since 2010. If we exceed the 12 µ/m3 standard for three consecutive years or if the 98th percentile 

readings exceed 35 µ/m3 for three years Yakima County could be out of attainment. This has 

serious consequences for businesses and people who live here – See the attached 2009 YRCAA 

PP on non-attainment, available at https://www.yakimacleanair.org/resources/education.html 

Sincerely, 

Jean Mendoza 

Jean Mendoza 

Executive Director, Friends of Toppenish Creek 

 

 

 

https://ecology.wa.gov/Air-Climate/Air-quality/Air-quality-targets/Air-quality-standards/Particle-pollution
https://ecology.wa.gov/Air-Climate/Air-quality/Air-quality-targets/Air-quality-standards/Particle-pollution
https://www.yakimacleanair.org/resources/education.html
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Yakima County Design Values – Monitor Values Report (Exceptional Events Excluded) 

From https://www.epa.gov/outdoor-air-quality-data/monitor-values-report 

 

 

 

Note: Some of these numbers do not meet minimum data completeness 

Horizontal black lines indicate EPA Standards: PM2.5: 35 µ/m3 (24-hour), 12.0 µ/m3 (annual) 
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Copies of Source Data from EPA Website 
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Areas of Concern from Particle Pollution in Washington’s Air at https://ecology.wa.gov/Air-

Climate/Air-quality/Air-quality-targets/Air-quality-standards/Particle-pollution 

 

 

https://ecology.wa.gov/Air-Climate/Air-quality/Air-quality-targets/Air-quality-standards/Particle-pollution
https://ecology.wa.gov/Air-Climate/Air-quality/Air-quality-targets/Air-quality-standards/Particle-pollution
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